
Weyauwega-Fremont

December 21, 2017

Weyauwega-

School News
Weather related 
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delays, closings

Fremont Drama presents musical

BY SCOTT BLECK
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR

With winter upon us, 
the School District of Wey-
auwega-Fremont wants to 
inform parents/guardians 
about how decisions are 
made and communicated 
when severe weather arrives.

From time to time, it may 
be necessary to dismiss, de-
lay or close school early due 
to weather conditions.

The safety of our students 
is the highest priority.

Weather Related Condi-
tions Under Which School 
May Be Dismissed, Delayed 
or Closed
•  Snow, ice, fog, severe 

drifting both existing and 
predicted.

•  Severe Ccold: -20 degrees 
F temperature threshold 
and -40 degrees F wind 
chill threshold.
Temperature threshold 

levels are points at which se-
vere cold will be considered 
as a factor in closing school 
in conjunction with other 
relevant facts and condi-
tions that might be present.

Temperature threshold 
levels are not automatic for 
school closings.

School may or may not 
be closed because of severe 
cold upon review of all fac-
tors that need to be consid-
ered in the decision-making 
process to delay and or close 
school.

Notifi cation Of School 
Closing And Or Delay To 

Parents/Guardians
• Should an occasion arise 

where it is necessary to dis-
miss, delay or close school, 
notifi cations will be carried 
out by the following televi-
sion, radio stations and stu-
dent information systems at 
approximately 5:30 a.m. 
•  Skyalert messaging 

will be activated to 
parent/guardians. 

•  information will be post-
ed on the district website 
at www.wegafremont.k12.
wi.us.

•  television Channels 2, 5, 
9, 11 and 26.

•  Radio Stations
•  WDUX, Waupaca, 800 

AM and 92.7 FM.
•  WHBy/WAPl, 1150 AM 

and 105.7 FM.
•  WiSS, Berlin, 1090 AM 

and 102.3 FM.
• WiXX, 101.1 FM.
•  WOSH / OlDiES, 1490 

AM and 103.9 FM.
• WgEE, 93.5 FM.

Bleck

Weather
COntinUES On PAgE 2

Fremont Elementary Drama stu-
dents in third through fi fth grades 
presented “Christmas at the O.K. 
Corral” on Dec. 7.

The play was under the direction of 
Mrs. Timm and Mrs. Groher-chore-
ographer, with Mrs. Piencikowski and 
Mrs. Delwiche as audio/visual sup-

port and student coordinators.

The play was set in the old Western 
town of Snowy Gulch.

The fi ne citizens of Snowy Gulch 
were getting ready for their big holi-
day celebration when the villain, 
Bubble Gum Betty, arrived in town to 

stop Christmas.
The townsfolk telegraphed Santa 

for some help.
Santa sent in the Candy Cane Kid 

to save the town and Christmas.
She showed what happens with a 

little kindness and empathy.
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• WZOR, 94.7 FM .
•  WPKR/WPCK, 99.5 FM.
• WSAU, 99.9 FM.
• WDEZ, 101.9 FM.

In the event of a school 
early dismissal or closure, 
all extra and co-curricular 

activities scheduled for that 
day are canceled.

If appropriate and neces-
sary, special arrangements 
may be made by the build-
ing administration, togeth-
er with the district admin-
istrator or designee.

In all periods of in-
clement weather, parents/
guardians are reminded to 

use sound judgment when 
making travel decisions.

The School District of 
Weyauwega-Fremont en-
courages parents/guardians 
to make appropriate and 
responsible decisions based 
on conditions and circum-
stances about student at-
tendance on severe weather 
occurrences.

WEATHER
FROM PAgE 1

Bubble Gum Betty tries to stop Christmas from happening in Fremont Drama’s 
presentation of “Christmas at the O.K. Corral.” Submitted Photos

Walk to School Day
FFA members developed and implement-

ed the FFA annual Walk to School Day.
They wanted to encourage more children 

to eat healthy and exercise so they developed 
a “Walk to School Day.”

On Oct. 19, kindergarten through fifth 
graders and FFA members participated in 
the program.

All children were encouraged to attend.
The walk started at the county fairgrounds 

in Weyauwega, and students walked from 
there to Weyauwega Elementary School.

They were supervised by the high school 
students from Mrs. Dykes’ classes and FFA 
members.

We even had some parents participate 
with their children

On the morning of Oct. 19, the buses 
went to the fairgrounds to drop off the 
students who were participating in the pro-
gram.

Once all the children were there, they 
lined up with their classmates, and the high 
school students walked with them to the el-
ementary school.

On the walk that day, the children were 
taught safety rules, what to do and what not 
to do, like how to cross the street, stop look 
and listen and be aware of their surround-
ings.

Once everyone arrived at the elementary 
gym, FFA members asked students what 
they learned, demonstrated exercises and 
taught them the  importance of exercise and 
eating healthy.

Prizes were then handed out which in-
cluded, T-shirts, games, sub cards and more.  

Congratulations to all the students who 
participated and are willing to make healthy 
choices.

Students from Mrs. Dykes’ classes and 
FFA members said, “It worked well again 
this year, the kids were really excited about 
it and really liked the prizes at the end. The 
kids kept asking when they can do it again.”

FFA members and agriscience class stu-
dents plan to have this program every year 
to give the elementary students a chance to 
learn the importance of eating healthy and 
exercising.
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‘Remember to  
eat your Ovaltine’

Hour of Code 
held at schools

Dec. 4-8 was Computer Science Week.
To celebrate and promote computer programming 

among the students, Mrs. Steidtman coordinated an Hour 
of Code event for both Weyauwega Elementary and Fre-
mont Elementary schools.

Kindergarten through fifth-grade students partici-
pated in the Hour of Code movement that has taken 
place nationwide.

Students worked as partners and engaged in explor-
ing coding apps to learn about programming computer 
software!

BY DOUG NOWAK
ElEMEntARy PRinCiPAl

“Remember to eat your 
Ovaltine” was the secret 
message Ralphie Parker 
locked himself in his room 
to hear over the radio in 
the movie “A Christmas 
Story.”

Ralphie excitedly con-
centrated on each individ-
ual letter the broadcaster 
announced.

After all, Ralphie was 
the only person in his 
home with the ability to 
decode such an important 
message.

Coding has come a long 
way since the 1940s.

Our students use codes 
each day, but a difference 
exists between those able 
to consume the computer 
codes for playing enjoy-
ment and those like Ral-
phie interested in how 
encrypted codes are devel-
oped.  

The Weyauwega and 
Fremont elementary 
schools celebrated an Hour 
of Code recently.

Hour of Code is an in-
ternational movement to 
introduce students to the 
possibilities and rewards of 
computer programming.

The celebration has little 
to do with Ovaltine or un-
scrambling letters, and a 
secret message was not dis-
played at the conclusion of 
a successful coding.

Our Hour of Code 
teaches students to become 
computer programmers 
and demonstrate the abil-
ity to code their own apps 
and programs – the same 
apps and computer pro-
grams the students enjoy 
playing on electronic de-
vices. 

Weyauwega-Fremont 
students selected the Hour 
of Code format right for 
their interests, including 
creating their own video 
game with increased levels 

of difficulty.
They also learn how to 

program Java script as a 
means of message design.

The students worked 
in pairs and groups, with 
many of the younger stu-
dents cooperating with up-
per elementary students to 
demonstrate how students 
may teach coding to oth-
ers. 

An Hour of Code ex-
posed the students to the 
other side of video gam-
ing, not simply playing the 
activity, but building the 
programs and apps.

Careers in computer 
programming will be an 
option, perhaps a require-
ment in their job of the 
future.

According to code.org, 
the number of computer 
science jobs available and 
being created every day 
outnumber the students 
engaged in becoming com-
puter programmers.

Hour of Code allows 
students to begin building 
foundational skills to use 
in careers and education in 
the years to come.

As for Ralphie, he was a 
coding pioneer who helped 
to shape the world we live 
in today – though he didn’t 
realize it at the time.

Perhaps our Hour of 
Code will spark the young-
sters of today to become 
the next code detective.

Nowak

Bell ringers
On Dec. 3, Fremont Elementary Student Council members rang the Red Kettle Bells at Fremont Citgo to 
help others in their community. Submitted Photo



4  |  December 21, 2017  |  Weyauwega-Fremont School News

Real life lessons in 
Project Lead the Way

Mrs. Knecht’s third graders at Weyauwe-
ga Elementary School recently visited the 
new construction taking place at Weyau-
wega-Fremont High School.

Seeing real machines in action helped 
them to learn about forces and how com-

pound machines make work easier.
They had fun building compound ma-

chines in class to solve a problem of a ti-
ger being trapped in a moat in our Project 
lead the Way launch program.
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Student research on Native American tribes

Celebrating ‘Fire Prevention Week’

On nov. 21, fifth-grade stu-
dents in Mrs. Sroka’s class pre-
sented Native American facts 
they researched.

Each group was given a native 

American tribe from different 
regions throughout the United 
States and had to research the 
food, shelter, clothing and tradi-
tions of their tribe.

In addition, they were re-
quired to design and construct 
the type of house their Native 
American tribe built.

Fire Prevention Week was Oct. 8-15, and firemen from 
Fremont Wolf River Fire Department and students at Fre-
mont Elementary took part in a brief educational activity 
of entering a smoke house and finding their way out in the 
event of a real fire.

Fireman Don lederhaus provided information on fire 
prevention.

He discussed the importance of how to be safe by check-
ing smoke detectors on a monthly basis, making an escape 
plan, teaching students how to exit a building in the event of 
a fire and finding a meeting place outside your home.
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Expectations – for some or for all?

FFA members attend workshop

FFA Food For America
On Oct. 6, more than 50 FFA members from the Wey-

auwega-Fremont FFA Chapter sponsored and presented 
Food For America.

Food For America is an educational program focusing 
on agricultural literacy in elementary schools and com-
munities.

Members went to the third-grade classrooms at the 
Fremont and Weyauwega elementary schools.

While there, they taught the students about what FFA 
is and the importance of agriculture and where their food 
comes from.

The FFA members also made ice cream, butter, plant 
necklaces and cow puppets with the students.

After learning about where their food comes from, the 
third-grade students went to a local farm.

At the farm, the FFA members taught the students 
about dogs, cats, rabbits, poultry, horses, goats, sheep, 
dairy cows, pigs, how to milk a cow, what happens in 
the milk house and about the machinery and equipment 
used on the farm.

Third graders were served cheese, crackers and milk to 
end an awesome day.

It was a successful day, and everyone had fun.
A huge “thank you” to Randy and lisa yorkson and 

their family for once again hosting the event.

BY JEREMY  
SCHROEDER

MiDDlE/HigH SCHOOl 
PRinCiPAl

We all live by expecta-
tions on a daily basis wheth-
er those expectations are at 
home, work, school, in or-
ganizations, driving or sim-
ply personal expectations.

Expectations are a very 
normal part of life – at least 
in my eyes.

In my role as principal for 
the middle and high school, 
I am directed and am ex-
pected to uphold the Par-
ent/Student Handbook that 
was created and approved 
by the Weyauwega-Fremont 
Board of Education and De-
partment of Public Instruc-
tion.

This is an expectation as 
part of my job description.

The challenging part 
to me is understanding 
why some students and/or 
maybe some families don’t 
adhere to or refuse to fol-
low the expectations of the 
school district as set forth in 
the handbook.

It seems as though we 
now live in a society in 
which expectations are regu-
larly questioned or may only 

apply to certain individuals 
when a concern or situation 
is brought forward.

This is very difficult to 
comprehend for me as I was 
always raised to follow the 
expectations presented, even 
if I didn’t agree.

In addition to that, the 
expectation was to always 
respect your elders.

Again, is that happening 
in society today?

Take a quick look within 
your homes, school or listen 
to the news.

Unfortunately now the 
way I see it, when an expec-
tation needs to be enforced 
some resort to immediate 
anger, threatening words or 
gestures, threats of legal ac-

tion and the list goes on.
Please do realize that I 

am not directing these com-
ments to all people.

There are so many great 
students, parents and com-
munity members.  

It is a fact that perhaps 
some of us have more ex-
pectations to follow within 
their homes or elsewhere 
than others have.

Is there a downside to 
having expectations, wheth-
er several or a few?

What is the purpose of 
having expectations?

Take a moment to think 
what life would be like if 
there were not expectations.

Do the words “chaos,” 
“brawls” and “confusion” 
come to mind?

Expectations are designed 
and implemented for a rea-
son: to keep order, peace 
and safety.

When I review and think 
about the Parent/Student 
Handbook that the Board 
of Education has established 
and expects all of us to fol-
low and uphold, there isn’t 
anything unreasonable.

Is it unreasonable to ex-
pect someone to arrive on 

time, not use tobacco or 
other drugs on campus, not 
threaten, defame or demor-
alize someone?

Too often, when I dis-
cuss a handbook item with 
a student or a parent, very 
quickly blame is pointed to-
ward someone else with no 
acknowledgement of the in-
dividual’s wrong doing.

The interesting point 
about this is that in situa-
tions like this, deep down 
we know what is right but 
won’t accept it.

I am human and make 
mistakes all of the time and 
unfortunately, will make 
more due to human nature.

I will and have admitted 
to my mistakes when I don’t 
follow expectations.

Expectations serve a pur-
pose, and I challenge all 
of us to reflect on how we 
can better follow expecta-
tions moving forward and 
be supportive to those who 
are simply following the di-
rective and expectation to 
uphold those expectations.

To that end, my expecta-
tion for all of you would be 
to have a joyous, peaceful 
and safe holiday season with 
your families and friends.

Schroeder

Students from the Weyauwega-
Fremont FFA chapter participated 
in the FFA Parliamentary Proce-
dure workshop, at Shawano High 
School. Students from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-River Falls dem-
onstrated how to properly run a 
meeting utilizing Robert’s Rules of 
Order.

FFA members then attended 
mini workshops so they could 
practice what they learned through 
hands-on demonstrations and 
question and answer sessions.

Skills learned will not only help 
FFA members properly run a meet-
ing in the future, but are also the 
skills needed to participate in the 
FFA leadership Develop Parlia-
mentary Procedure Contests.
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New classes to be added 
at W-F High School

BY KANDI MARTIN
PUPil SERviCES/ 

CURRiCUlUM DiRECtOR

At the November Board 
of Education meeting, the 
school board listened to 
proposals brought forth 
by members of the high 
school teaching staff, re-
questing the addition of 
courses to the high school.

Up for consideration to 
be added to student’s se-
lections are several math 
courses, brought forth by 
Jason liegl, one of the high 
school math instructors.

He proposed the addi-
tion of CAPP Pre-Calcu-
lus, CAPP Statistics and 
CAPP Calculus.

CAPP is a program 
where students will earn 
college credits (in addition 
to high school credit) for a 
successful grade earned by 
the student in the course.

Students will then have 
these credits on their tran-
script when they enter 
college, allowing them to 
register earlier than some 
of their classmates who 
have not yet earned college 
credit, and also deferring 
some of the costs of their 
tuition, in addition to less-
ening the time spent in 
college.

In addition to the three 
CAPP math courses, high 
school English instruc-
tor Adrienne Rice also 
brought forth two CAPP 
English courses for consid-
eration, CAPP American 
literature and CAPP Brit-
ish literature.

These courses provide 
the same potential college 
benefits to the students as 
the CAPP math courses.

On the same evening, 
high school math instruc-
tor Patrick Martin brought 
forth two more classes for 
consideration.

These two courses would 
potentially be offered for 
dual-credit at the techni-
cal colleges, in addition to 

being high school credit-
earning classes.

The first course brought 
forth by Patrick Martin is 
titled “Concepts of Pro-
gramming for Techni-
cians,” and it is a course 
that introduces students to 
programming fundamen-
tals necessary in automa-
tion related careers.

In the course, students 
will discuss proper pro-
gramming structures and 
components, as well as cre-
ate and troubleshoot pro-
grams.

The second course is 
PlC 1 (Programmable 
logic Controllers), and 
this course introduces stu-
dents to the Allen Bradley 
SlC-500 PlC platform 
and hardware configura-
tions.

Students will create, or-
ganize, edit, download, test 
and debug RSlogix500 
projects using latches, 
counters, comparing and 
forcing concepts.

Additionally, students 
will wire industrial sensors 
as inputs, along with vari-
ous output devices.

If these courses are ap-
proved at the December 
board meeting, students 
will be able to register for 
them as early as January 
and take these courses in 
their schedule next school 
year.

For more information 
on these courses, please 
contact me in the school 
district’s Curriculum Of-
fice at 920-867-8860.

Martin

Acknowledging veterans
Weyauwega Elementary students greeted veterans after the Veterans Day program. Pictured greeting 
veteran Jim Baehnman are third graders Rhianna Olmeda and Andrew Rosenwinkel. Submitted Photo

Celebrating 
Veterans Day
On Friday, Nov. 10, students 
and guests gathered in 
Fremont Elementary’s gym 
to honor veterans.  During 
the ceremony, students 
sang patriotic songs, recited 
poems, presented gifts to 
veterans, which were made 
by the students, shared the 
meaning of the folds of the 
flags and played “Taps.”
 Submitted Photos
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Middle School Students of the Month
September

Ava Loehrke was chosen by 
Mr. Schroeder.

Mr. Schroeder nominated 
Ava as she is a very motivated 
student.

She goes above and beyond 
what is expected, and Ava is 
helpful to others. She loves 
learning and excels in social 
studies. 

Ava is happy and excited to 
be nominated by Mr. Schro-
eder.

Some of Ava’s favorite things 
are tacos and the color aqua.

“Harry Potter” is her favorite 
movie, and her favorite book 
series is “Harry Potter, Maze 
Runner.”

Her favorite hobby is learning, 
and all classes are her favorite.  

Ava is the daughter of Rachel 
and Neal Loehrke, of Weyau-
wega.

Congratulations, Ava!
Clara Sedlar was chosen by 

Mr. Schmidt.
Mr. Schmidt nominated Clara 

as she is one of the leaders in 
seventh/eighth-grade band.

She works very hard and is al-
ways prepared and respectful.

Clara participates in Jazz 
Band while learning the tenor 
sax.

She participates with the high 
schoolers on some perfor-
mances AND she is learning 
bassoon!

Clara feels very grateful and 
proud to be nominated as the 
eighth-grade Student of the 
Month.

Some of Clara’s favorite 
things are mangos, the color 
orange and archery.

Her favorite movie is “Phan-

tom of the Opera,” and her 
favorite book is “Unbroken.”

Her favorite class is band.
Clara is the daughter of Amy 

and Wally Sedlar, of Fremont.
Congratulations, Clara!
Mary Hansen was chosen by 

Ms. Brace.
Ms. Brace nominated Mary as 

she is a very hard worker and 
also a pleasant young lady in 
math class.

She participates in class, 
does extra credit and will ask 
questions when she needs to. 

Mary is very happy that she 
was nominated.

She hoped she would be a 
Student of the Month.

Mary is very proud of herself 
for being nominated and is very 
thankful Ms. Brace nominated 
her.

Some of Mary’s favorite 
things are caramel, the color 
teal and softball.

“Annie” is her favorite movie, 
and her favorite book is “Al-
most Home.”

Her favorite class is social 
studies.

Mary is the daughter of Steph 
and Mike Hansen, of Weyau-
wega.

Congratulations, Mary!

October
Angela Renteria-Patino was 

chosen by Mrs. Jenna Stelter.
Mrs. Stelter nominated An-

gela as she consistently works 
hard in all her classes.

She spends time checking 
over her work and wants to be 
sure to understand the topic 
rather than just complete the 
assignment.

She is not afraid to ask ques-
tions.

Mrs. Stelter acknowledged 
her work ethic and self-respon-
sibility.

Angela is very deserving of 
being Student of the Month. 

Angela feels proud to be 
nominated for Student of the 
Month because she won this 
month. This is an achievement.

Some of Angela’s favorite 
things are mozzarella sticks 
and the color teal.

She likes reading, and her 
favorite class is literature.

Her favorite book is the “The 
Prank List,” and her favorite 
movie is “The Secret Life of 
Pets”.

Angela is the daughter of 
Maria Patino and Jose Renteria. 
of Weyauwega.  

Congratulations, Angela!
Michael Norby was chosen 

by Mr. Potratz.
Mr. Potratz nominated Michael 

as he always comes to class 
prepared.

He is always smiling and does 
what he is asked to do.

Michael has made a huge 
improvement since last year, 
which is one of the reasons Mr. 
Potratz nominated him Student 
of the Month. 

Michael is really excited to be 
chosen Student of the Month. 

Some of Michael’s favorite 
things are tacos and the colors 
red and black.

His favorite movie is “Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory,” 
his favorite book is “Harry 
Potter, ”and his favorite class is 
science. 

Michael  is the son of Amanda 
and RJ Villalobos, of Weyau-
wega.

Congratulations, Michael!

November
Ryan Ames was chosen by 

Mrs. Rotta.
Mrs. Rotta nominated Ryan as 

he has surpassed communica-
tion and research expectations 
in his classroom debate unit 
and with additional learning 
projects he has chosen to do.

His work ethic demonstrates 
diligence in the way he gains 
new knowledge.

When familiarity is shown 
with his new learning, he does 
a fantastic job conveying it to 
others.

Ryan is a fun person to be 
around and to learn from!

Ryan feels good to be nomi-
nated for Student of the Month.  

Some of Ryan’s favorite 
things are lobster, snowboard-
ing and the color green.

His favorite book is “IT,” his 
favorite movie is “IT,” and his 
favorite class is GT.

Ryan is the son of Bruce and 
Bambi Ames, of Weyauwega.

Congratulations, Ryan!
Blake Bartel was chosen by 

Mr. Fahser.
Mr. Fahser nominated Blake 

as he always has a positive at-
titude in class, participates and 
knows how to have fun.

Mr. Fahser is proud to have 
Blake in class, as he constantly 
strives to do his best. 

Blake is thankful Mr. Fahser 
chose him for Student of the 
Month. 

Some of Blake’s favorite 
things are bear steak, the color 
green and hunting.

His favorite book is “Wildlife,” 

his favorite movie is “Home 
Alone,” and his  favorite class is 
social studies. 

Blake is the son of Andy and 
Jessicah Bartel, of Fremont.

Congratulations, Blake!
Holly Otto was chosen by Mr. 

Sambs.
Mr. Sambs nominated Holly 

as she is a very responsible 
young lady.

She is always on task and 
does the things she is sup-
posed to be doing.

Holly participates in class and 
asks question when she needs 
help. Holly is a great student. 

Holly feels really honored and 
happy to be nominated.

She never thought she would 
become Student of the Month. 

Some of Holly’s favorite 
things are cheesy chicken cas-
serole, the color blue, volleyball 
and softball.

Her favorite book is “The 
Summer I Turned Pretty,” her 
favorite movie is “Elf,” and her 
favorite class is math. 

Holly is the daughter of 
Heather and Seth Otto, of 
Fremont.

Congratulations, Holly!

For the pantry
On Nov. 13-17, the Fremont Elementary Student Council sponsored a food 
drive. A total of 682 pounds of food was collected and delivered to the 
Weymont Food Pantry. Submitted Photo

Food drive
Weyauwega Elementary Student Council members, along with Mr. Nowak and 
Mrs. Storck, loaded two vans of food items collected for the local food pantry. 
This year, the students from Weyauwega Elementary collected more than 
3,000 pounds of food. Submitted Photo
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